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Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal on Monday said there was no need to enact specific laws to
“enforce” fundamental duties on citizens.
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in entertaining a public interest litigation (PIL)
petition filed by lawyer Durga Dutt to enforce the fundamental duties of citizens, including patriotism

and unity of nation, through “comprehensive, well-defined laws”.

Mr. Venugopal took objection to the petitioner’s lack of research, saying had he cared to look,
the Ministry of Law and Justice website would have shown him detailed accounts of the “tremendous
work” done by the government to create awareness among the public of their fundamental duties.

Mr. Dutt had wanted to know what the government had done to comply with the Supreme Court’s
direction in the Ranganath Mishra judgment of 2003 regarding the implementation of the Justice J.S.
Verma Committee’s report on the “operationalisation of fundamental duties”. The committee’s work
was a part of a report of the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution. The
report had urged the government to sensitise people to, and create general awareness of, their duties
and the protection of minorities and freedom of religion.

The Supreme Court, on February 21, issued notice to the Centre and the States on this question.

“I object to this petition... The Department of Justice website shows the tremendous amount of

work which has been done for the purpose of sensitising people, both citizens and the students, about
Article S1A. The duties are part of the school curriculum... The President and the Prime Minister have
addressed this aspect from time to time. A one-year awareness drive was launched,” Mr. Venugopal,

who was called in to assist the court, submitted.
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Govt. could file affidavit

However, the court said the government could very well file an affidavit, based on which the
Bench could deal with the petition.

Counsel appearing for the Solicitor-General’s office, representing the government, agreed to file
the response in four weeks.

The court listed the case in July, after the summer vacations.

ceccccccce Expected Question (Prelims Exams) ceeccccccce

Q. Consider the following statements.

1. 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added 10 Fundamental Duties to the Indian Constitution.

2. Fundamental duties in the indian constitution were added by the recommendations of

swaran singh committee in 1976.

Which of the above statements is /are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) None

Expected Question (Mains Exams)

Q. Examine critically why fundamental duties are required for democracy?

(250 Words)

Note: - The question of the main examination given for practice is designed keeping in
mind the upcoming UPSC main examination. Therefore, to get an answer to this question,
you can take the help of this source as well as other sources related to this topic.
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